I eCadletoday

Genaal | nformation

I emain entrance conssts of a gatehouse, which
aso housed the castle’s chapel dedicated to St
Nicholas. ! e Keep, measuring 18m by 16m, is
rectangular and supported by " at bu#resses. It isa
classc example of an Anglo Norman keep asfound at
Falaise or at the Tower of London in England.! e
keep is protected by a “chemise” (a wall closely
surrounding akeep) , which isunusual in Normandy.

I e thickness of the curtain wall borders on 2
metres amost everywhere, except for two sections
stuated at the
back of the
keep, which re-
tain traces of
theoriginal ren-
dering.

I eoriginsof
the castle are
subject to much
debate. Some
people a#ribute
the origins to
the Gdlo -

Romans and

others to the

Franks. ! ese

hypotheses have not as yet been veri$ed, only an
archaeological excavation, planned for the future,
will be ableto do this.

GE# INGTO
MONTFORT-SUR-RISLE

By car :

From Pont-Audemer: follow the RD130 for 15 kms
to Montfort-sur-Ride;

From Brionne: follow the signposts for Pont-
Audemer and takethe RD130. Montfort-sur-Rideisat
12 kms.

From the centre of Montfort-sur-Risle: takelarue
del’Ecu (red n°7 on theplan), follow the signpostsfor
300 metresto the car park.

By foot : from the tourist information 0%ce (place
des Annonciades), cross the road to the church and
take the stairsbehind it. ! ere are 231 gairsto climb
and they are not suitablefor the elderlly or very young.

GROUP VISITS

Group visits can be arranged by appointment.
Information and reservations at the Tourist Informa-
tion O%ce*. ! e site can accomodate school groups
and other groups (minimum of 5 people) for guided
vigts.

I ecommentary includesthe architecture of the Site,
the lineage of the castle during two hundred yearsand
also military siege techniquesfrom the Ducal period.

Parking is available for cars and coaches near to the
steand thereisapicnic areawith adrinking fountain.

I edteisopen dl year round.

Prices:

Guided vistsfor groups. 1&per person for avist of
approximately 1 hour. Free for unguided visits.

INFORMATION AND CONTACT

*Tourist Information O! ce/ O! cedeTourisme:
02.32.56.35.76/ 02.32.56.34.29

Site: h" p:// www.tourisme-val-de-risle.com

Mél: info@tourisme-val-de-risle.com

| eMedieval Cagtle
of
Montfort-sur-Ride

A listed historical monument.
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I eMontfort Lineage

| eArdhitedureof theFortress

I e$rd lord of Montfort wasprobably Andech, aViking
chief of Danish origin. It was his grandson Hugues 1<t of
Montfort who built the fortressand its stone curtain wall
in about 1035, which makesit one of the $rst stone castles
in Normandy. His descendants were valiant in batle, in
particular, Hugues! of Montfort who wasappointed head
of the army by William the Conqueror. He was one of
William’s principa lieutenants during the ba#le of
Hastingsand wasrewarded for hisbravery with the gi( of
estates in the south of England. His nephew, Hugh IV,
reinforced the fortressdefencesbut because he had plo#ed
againgt the then King of England and Duke of Normandy,
Henry 14, the castle was bes eged for more than amonth
in 1124, by Henry.

Robert 11 of Montfort was lord of Montfort,
Coquainvilliers and Orbec. He had 55 knights in his
service.

In 1195, HuguesV contributed to the ransom demanded
to free Richard the Lion Heart. He lost hislife during a
long ba#le in 1203. ! e Duke-King of England, John
Lackland, had the castle dismantled the following year to
avoid itscapture by the French. From then on Normandy
was part of the French kingdom.

I' e Montfort family abandoned their possessions in
France and retreated to their English estates.

ACCESS BY
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NICOLAS
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Plan of Mr L. Coutil, 1909.
/// Closed to the public (danger of landdides).

—» Main entrances, by the Sente & Nicolas (rue de
I'Ecu) or by the stepssituated behind Saint Pierre
Church.

Car parksstuated closeto the site.
—  Sight seeing route open to the public.

Picnic stewith adrinking fountain.

I emedieval castleisstuated a thetop of an es-
carpment that dominates the village of Montfort
and the Ride valley. Its strategic position meant
that it controlled the routes leading from Pont-
Audemer to Brionne and from Lieurey to
Montfort. ! e la#er may well follow the line of
the old Roman road from Bernay to Lillebonnevia
Lieurey, Montfort, Azier and Vieux-Port.

I ecastle coversatotal areaof 4.6 hectaresand
consists of two large outer baileys, which were
probably crowned with wooden paisades, and an
inner bailey of 3600 m’ protected by astone wall.
I ecurtain wal of the inner bailey conssts of an
inner wall protected by four angle towers and
reinforced by four semi circular " anking towers
Situated at an arrow’s "ight distance from each
other. ! ewallshave a"int facing reinforced by
limestone “chainages’ (dressed stones lad
aternatively horizontaly and then verticaly
forming columns) and edges.
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