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Aa NormanJy [egend’}mssec{ down tﬁrougﬁ The tower shows some traces oftﬁe Romanesque styﬁz
the genemtions tells ofyoung Lac{y in itsffintfacing and in itsfour buttress’ set two Ey two

Montfort thrown into the Risle with a stone At each angle. Tt is joined to the church on the south side,
next to tﬁe CﬁOi’K Tﬁe 66[[t0W€T ﬁas tﬁ’l’eef[bors; tﬁe S[G,te

covered S}Jire holds the Eeggry. On the ground' f(oor a

(O(yﬁo(e, one metre ﬁigﬁ Ey ten centimetres wide, is

chained round her neck, who was

mimcufous[y savecftﬁrougﬁ the intercession

of Our Lady.

blocked 6y an unusual arrangement of stones. On the
firsr f(oor, there are double lancet openings ty}n'ca( (f the
Gothic styﬁe ﬁom the 13 century decorated with saw
tooth edging. On the second ffoor there are two arched
openings with farge columns. The columns have
projecting ca}n’ml’s‘ The Eeggry on the last f[oor holds
three bells. The ﬁ’rst 6eff, ﬁom 1744, was named “Marie-
Claude-Suzanne-Pierre” Ey Madame Claude Suzanne
du Tay de Maulévrier. The second, also from 1744, was
named “Cﬁar(otte-Magdéléine” Ey Madame de Rupierre
and came from the church at Glos-sur-Risle. The third
from 1954 has the fo((owing inscmjotion: “7 was blessed
6y his Excellence Gaudron, the fBisﬁo}a of Evreux and
named Marie-Louise Ey the Countess de Levis de
Mirepoix Princess of Robech and 6y Jean ‘Néufvifﬁe’{
The Choir is narrower than the nave and as such does
not form a stmigﬁt [ine with it. The trium})ﬁa( arch is
of the lancet type very tall and Joointedf The Christ on

the “poutre de g[oire”, a beam sqmmting the choir from

the nave, is in wrougﬁt iron and dates ﬁom the 18™

century. Tﬁe 16tﬁ century entrance is madé up oy a
Y Y i

scluare 6(001’ CYOWTIQC[ 6y an arcﬁ Witﬁ tﬁree stone

Our Lady of Montfort (£x-Voto)

f . mullions. The stained g(ass window above the door is
14" century wooden statue }Jainted' in the 19" century

from the 1 9tfl century and déyicts several saints.
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Situated at the foot of the once }oowerfu[ medieval castle,
the church of Montfow-sur-ﬂisfe, dedicated to St Peter and
St Paul, was given to the ﬂﬁﬁey of le Bec Hellouin ﬁy
Robert 1%, Lord qf Momforr, in 1097.

ﬂﬁ“ﬁougﬁ the church was first built at the end of the 117
century; toafay on[y a part of its chevet dates from that

time.

The tower was moaﬁfied in the lgtﬁ century and its f[int
facing is reminiscent of parts of the old medieval castle. The
nave was }oaﬁia[@ rebuilt in the 18" century and bricks
inserted into the stonework testg’fy to the re}mirs that were
undertaken.

Traces of an oyem’ng Jating fmm the 12™ century can be
seen in the centre of the north wall qf the nave. In 1562, the
church was p[umferecf and ransacked on several occasions
cfun’ng the wars of re[igion at the time cf the ‘J-fuguenot
u}om’sing.

In the immediate Joroximity of the church stood the
cﬁa}oef of Our Lacfy qf Q\/lom:ﬁ)rt. The cﬁa}oe[ Eefongecf to
Louis 11tﬁ cmcfjemme of France until 1553. In 1615 a
refigious commum’ty qf Oratorian Joriests was established
there fo[foweaf Ey a community of Sisters cf the
Annunciation from Gisors in 1639.

The pan’sﬁ church was at that time in a very bad state of
repair and re[igious services were no [onger held there.
However, afrer a [ong series cf battles between the pan’sﬁ
priest, the }oam’sﬁioners and the order of the Annunciation,
it was decided, in 1771, to restore the church and to

com}:(ete[y afestroy tﬁe o[afcﬁa])e[

Sainte Anne,
a wooden

statue cfcm’ng

ﬁfom the
second ﬁaﬁ of
the 157

C entury.

A detail from'
the painting of
the birth of the
Virgin, cfating
from the 16"

c entury.

The church furnisﬁings are as diverse as tﬁey are rich. T ﬁey

are com]aosec{ q( a group q( statues, paintings and retables. In the
choir is a vetable with }Ji(asters made of }Jaintez{ wood and z{ating
from the end q( the 18™ century. The central ]aane[ &picts the
resurrection. The tabernacle decorated with balusters and alcoves
is ﬂom the 1 7tﬁ century. On either side of the altar can be seen
two [arge candelabra made q( }mintec{ and gi[aﬂaaf wood ﬁom the
18" century. Take some time to examine the three wooden statues
of Saint Anne, Saint ‘Mary ‘Magd’al’ene and Saint Martha, all
c{ating from the 15tﬁ century. Also worth a look are the restored
}Jo(}/cﬁmme stone statue of the Virgin ‘Mary, ﬂom the 18"
century, which would have initia[f_y been }J[acecf outside the
church, and the }minting &picm’ng the birth of the Virgin Mmy,
dated to the 16" century.

The ]aainting shows the Eaﬁy [_ying on the knees (f a woman; a
basin has been Jore_zparec{ for its bath as well as some swmfaffing
clothes. Under a host of ange(s, Saint Anne is (}/ing ina four-
_poster bed with servants at her side. Saint Joachim is watcﬁing
over her ﬂom the foot of the bed. Six }Jﬁy(acteries accompany
twelve e(zfer(y men Symﬁoﬁsing the twelve ancient tribes of Israel.

Finally, take some time to stucfy the statue of Our mey @C
‘Mont:fort from the lzfﬁ century. It has the fo((awing interesting
legend attached to it: il-[itﬂues, Lord of Montfort departed
for the Holy Land leaving his wife, Alice, at home.
When he came home, gosstping tongues told him that
his wife had been unfaithfull Furious, he ordered that
she should be thrown forthwith into the Risle with a
stone chained around her neck. The lady took heaven
as witness to her innocence and begged Our Lady to
perform a miracle in her favour. Which was granted as
the lady, the stone and the chain floated above the
river ”. In his repentance as an ex-voto, the Lord attached the

mimcu[ous stone am{cﬁain at tﬁefoot oftﬁe statue.
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