T he legend of O ur L ady

A Normandy legend passed down through
the generations tells of young L ady
Montfort thrown intothe Rislewith a stone
chained round her neck, who was
miraculously saved through the intercession
of Our Lady.

Our Lady of Montfort ! Ex-Voto'
14™ century wooden statuepainted in the 19" century

A rchitecture

T he tower shows some traces of the Romanesque style
initsflint fadng and in itsfour buttresstsa two by two
at each angle It isjoined to the church on the south side
next tothechoir. Thebdl tower hasthreefloors the date
coveed spire holds the bdfry. On the ground floa a
lophole one metre high by ten centimetres wide is
bloked by an unusual arrangement of sones. On the
firg floor, there are double lancet openingstypical of the
Gothic style from the 13" century decorated with saw
todh edging. On the second floor there are two arched
opmings with large codumns. The oolumns have
projecting capitals The bdfry on the lag floor hads
threebdls. T hefirg bdl, from 1744, wasnamed M arie-
Claude Suzanne-Piereéoby Madame Claude Suzanne
du Fay deMaul&rier. T he second, also from 1744, was
named $harlotteM agddaneby M adame de Rupiere
and came from the church at Glos-sur-Ride T he third
from 1954 has the faloning inscription: § was blesssd
by his Excdlence Gaudron, the Bishop of ' vreux and
named MarielLouise by the Countess de Levis de
Mirepoix Princess of Raobech and by Jean N eufvilled
T he Choir is narrowar than the nave and as such does
not form a graight line with it. T he triumphal arch is
of the lancat type vay tall and pointed. T he Chrigt on
the $poutre de gloiredpa beam separating the choir from
the nave is in wrought iron and dates from the 18"
century. The 16™ century entrance is made up of a
sguare door cowned by an arch with three sone
mullions. The sained glass window above the door is
fromthe 19" century and depicts several saints.
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H istory

Situated at the foot of the once powerful medieval castle
the church of M ontfort-sur-Ride dedicated to St Peer and
S Paul, was given to the Abbey of le Bec Hdlouin by
Robert 1%, Lord of Montfort, in 1097.

Although the church was firg built at the end of the 11"
century; today only a part o its cheve dates from that
time

The tower was madified in the 13" century and its flint
fadng isreminiscent of parts of thedd medieval castle The
nave was partially rebuilt in the 18" century and bricks
inserted into the sonework tegtify to the repairs that were
undertaken.

Traoces of an opening dating from the 12™" century can be
seen in the centreof thenorth wall of thenave I n 1562, the
church was plundered and ransacked on several occasons
during the wars o rdigion at the time of the Huguenat
uprisng.

In the immeadiate proximity of the church stood the
chapd of Our Lady of Montfort. T he chapd bdonged to
Louis 11" and Jeanne of France until 1553 In 1615 a
rdigious community of Oratorian priests was established
thee fdlomed by a community of Sgeas o the
Annundation from Gisorsin 1639.

T heparish church was at that timein a vay bad gate of
repair and rdigious services were no longa hdd thee
However, after a long series of battles between the parish
prieg, the parishione's and the order of the Annundation,
it was dedded, in 1771, to retore the church and to
compledy destroy theadd chapd.

A dedail from
the painting of
the birth of the
Virgin, dating
from the 16"
cantury.

Sainte Anne,
a wooden
datuedating
from the
seond half of
the 15"
certury.

T he furnishings

T he church furnishings are as diverse as they arerich. They
are composad of a group of satues, paintings and reables. I n the
char isa reablewith pilagers made of painted wood and dating
from the end of the 18" century. The central pand depicts the
resurrection. T hetabernade decorated with balusters and alcoves
is from the 17" century. On dther side of the altar can be sen
two large canddabra made of painted and gilded wood from the
18" century. T ake someti me to examine the thr ee wooden statues
of Saint Anne Saint Mary Magdalene and Saint Martha, all
dating from the 15" century. Also worth a look are the restored
paychrome sone gsatue of the Virgin Mary, from the 18"
century, which would have initially been placed outside the
church, and the painti ng depicting the birth of the Virgin Mary,
dated to the 16™ century.

T hepainting shows the baby lying on the kness of a woman; a
basn has ben prepared for its bath as wdl as some swaddling
dathes Unde a host of angds, Saint Anneis lying in a four-
poster bed with sarvants at he sde Saint Joachim is watching
ova he from the foot of the bed. Six phylacteries accompany
twdveddely men symbadising the twdveandent tribesof | srad.

Finally, take some time to sudy the satue of Our Lady of
Montfort from the 14™ century. It has the folloning interesting
legend attached to it: $Hugues, Lord of Montfort departed
for the Holy Land leaving his wife Alice, at home
When he came home, gossiping tongues told him that
his wife had been unfaithful. Furious, he ordered that
she should be thrown forthwith into the Risle with a
stone chained around her neck. T he lady took heaven
as witness to her innocence and begged Our Lady to
perform a miraclein her favour. Which was granted as
the lady, the stone and the chain floated above the
river %In his repentance as an ex-vado, the Lord attached the
miraculous goneand chain at the foot of the gatue
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